HeartScores of 10 percent or higher. No woman had a HeartScore higher than 5 percent. Fifty percent of the identified patients (n = 6) with a HeartScore of 10 percent or higher received prescriptions for antihypertensive medications after undergoing an evaluation by a medical care provider. For three patients, the physician was not able to confirm the dentists' assessment and took no further action. CONCLUSIONS: Oral health care professionals can identify patients who are unaware of their risk of developing serious complications as a result of CVD and who are in need of medical intervention. The authors' findings suggest the need for more studies with larger sample populations.
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